
PARTING SHOT

Bringing 

Thailand
Silicon Valley 
to 



Searching for unicorns. 

T  
1 This  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Attractiveness of the Thai market
 
 

2  
 
 

tuk tuks  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Krating Poonpol

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Entrepreneurial outlook

is doing what they want and there  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
What Thailand now needs is  

 
 

 

MY JOURNEY

I started off as an engineer from Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok and worked for Procter & Gamble 
for several years before joining the Master’s Programme in Marketing (MIM) at Thammasat University. 
As an engineer, I tinkered with products, but my true passion was revealed when I started tinkering with 
businesses. As part of the MIM, I participated in a business plan competition. It was then that I first realised 
that there was no ecosystem in place in Thailand to support young start-ups like us.

My postgraduate studies brought me to Stanford University in the U.S., after which I worked for Google. 
I then started my own company in Silicon Valley. The scene there was very different: I found a vibrant 
entrepreneurial community and a well-established ecosystem that supported start-ups in terms of funding, 
mentoring, education and industry expertise. 

I decided to return to Thailand and use my skills and knowledge to help young Thai start-ups, and 
contribute towards developing the Thai ecosystem.

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Garnering government 
support

 
 
 
 

 
 

While the private sector 
is certainly stepping 
up to show its support, 
the Thai government 
too is beginning to see 
the value and potential 
contribution that  
start-ups can bring  
to the economy.
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Attracting investors
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Changing mindsets
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Educating the 
entrepreneurs

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Spotting the unicorn
 

 

 
 

 

My mantra to young 
entrepreneurs is: You 
have permission to fail. 
You have permission to 
change the world. You 
should dream high, fight 
hard, and never give 
up. Start-ups are not just 
about making money; 
they are about bringing 
change. Self-motivation 
is crucial, and society 
must support and 
encourage these 
entrepreneurs. 
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